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OUR MISSION  The Tennessee Economic Council on Women is an economic advocate for women. It assesses Tennessee women’s economic status 

and develops and advocates solutions to address women’s economic needs to help the achieve economic autonomy, and includes, but is not 
limited to employment policies and practices, educational needs and opportunities, child care, property rights, health care, domestic relations 
and the effect of federal and state laws on women. 
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H ow much does it cost 
you and your employer 

when you miss a day of work 

because your spouse hit you?  

How much does it cost the 

state to provide services to 

the children of parents who 

are caught in a wicked web 

of abuse and victimiza-

tion?  How much does it 

cost a local police de-

partment to operate a 

domestic violence unit?  

How much does it cost 

the court system to 

process a perpetrator?  

How much does human 

sex trafficking cost to 

families?  How do you 

estimate the cost of a 

human life lost due to 

senseless crimes? 

Answers to these and 

other questions were 

discussed during the 

Tennessee Economic 

Council on Women’s 2013 hear-

ing series exploring the economic 

impact of violence against 

women. The Council’s focus in 

this series was to gather state-

specific information about the 

financial effects of 

crimes like domestic 

violence and human 

sex trafficking with 

an eye toward advo-

cacy and policy devel-

opment.   

To do so, the hearings 

were held in each of 

Tennessee’s nine re-

gional development dis-

tricts, from Memphis to 

the Tri-Cities, and in-

cluded testimony from 

rural, urban, and subur-

ban communities. Local 

discussions ranged from 

healthcare to children’s 

services; from law en-

forcement to the judicial 

system; from faith-based 

organizations to immi-

grant issues; and the 

information gathered by 

the Economic Council will be used 

to better determine and report 

the cost of these crimes to our 

state. 

Yvonne Wood, chair of the Coun-

cil, said “In 2012, the Council 

decided to update and expand its 

study on domestic violence in 

2006, to dig deeper and to in-

clude a larger number of the 

crimes that disproportionately 

affect women.” 

“The economic impact of domes-

tic violence in Tennessee, alone, 

Hearing Series on Violence Against Women to Provide 
Basis for 2013 Economic Report  

August 2013 

Dear Colleagues, 

It is done!  The Economic 
Council has completed its 
final hearing on the Eco-

nomic Impact of Violence 
Against Women, which 

took place approximately 
one month ago, in John-
son City.  It was the completion of a journey 
of discovery and advocacy. 

Convened by Economic Council member Elli-

ott Moore, and held at the Carnegie Hotel, 
the final hearing continued to bring witness 
to the costs of the crimes of domestic vio-
lence and human sex trafficking. The official 
Report will be released at the 10th Annual 
Economic Summit for Women,  held Sunday 

and Monday, Oct. 27 & 28, in partnership 
with Vision 2020. 

Additionally, the Summit will showcase 

some outstanding features.  First, the 2013 
inductees into the Tennessee Women’s Hall 
of Fame will be honored at the Hall of Fame 
Induction luncheon on Monday, Oct. 28.  

You can read more about the six out-
standing women in another article in this 
newsletter.  My congratulations to each one 
of them for their lives of self-less service. 

Also, six traditional and non-traditional stu-
dents will receive scholarships for their aca-
demic pursuits.  The selected recipients 

would have completed a rigorous application 
process and will be recipients of funds to 
start or continue their educational goals. 

Finally I am so appreciative to the Economic 

Council/ Foundation and staff members for 
their continual work  that focuses on the 

uplifting of women, children and families in 
Tennessee. 

Make Plans for the Summit-Now. 

Warmest regards, 

 

 Message from Executive Director 

Phyllis Qualls-Brooks 
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S ix extraordinary women will be 

inducted this year into the Ten-

nessee Women’s Hall of Fame, a 

program of the Tennessee Economic 

Council on Women. The induction 

ceremony will be held Monday, Oc-

tober 28, 2013 at 12 noon, as part 

of the 10th Annual Economic Sum-

mit for Women.  The event will be 

held at the Nashville Airport Mar-

riott. 

“These outstanding women have a 

life-long legacy of strong personal 

and professional involvement with 

their communities; they have ex-

celled in their chosen professions 

and have had a wide impact on the 

social, artistic, cultural and eco-

nomic well-being of our state. Most 

significantly, they are leaders who 

have championed other women, ele-

vated the status of women in Ten-

nessee and continue to consistently 

advocate for women and families”, 

said Yvonne Wood, chair of the Ten-

nessee Economic Council on 

Women.   

The purpose of the Tennessee 

Women’s Hall of Fame is to recog-

nize and honor women who are ex-

ceptionally accomplished and have 

made outstanding, unique and last-

ing contributions to the economic, 

political, and cultural well-being of 

Tennessee.  

“These six inductees have blazed 

new trails and helped to improve 

the quality of life for all Tennesse-

ans and we are honored to recog-

nize them for their accomplish-

ments,” said Phyllis Qualls-Brooks, 
TECW executive director. 

Learn more about these exem-

plary women on pages 3 & 4! 

Tennessee Economic Council on Women Announces Six 2013 Hall of Fame Inductees 

was reported at that time to be at 

least $174 million annually,” added 

Phyllis Qualls-Brooks, executive di-

rector of the agency “We also heard 

how domestic violence often goes 

unreported in Tennessee because of 

social stigma, isolation of the victim, 

fear, and economic dependency.  In 

many ways, women and their chil-

dren are held hostage by their 

abuser, which makes it more chal-

lenging to assess the full scale of the 

problem, let alone solve it.”  

The hearings revealed many ways in 

which these crimes drain the re-

sources of local families, organiza-

tions, governments and tax payers 

by derailing the earning potential of 

women, creating an enormous array 

of services that are needed to ad-

dress both survivors and perpetra-

tors, and creating cycles of violence 

and treatment that can extend the 

repercussions of one act of violence 

out for decades. 

Perhaps the most shocking aspect of 

this issue, however, is the fact that 

one in three women will experience 

domestic or sexual violence in their 

lifetime.  What’s more, our state is 

ranked third worst in the nation by 

the number of women killed by men.  

The tremendous scale of the prob-

lem and the number of Tennesseans 

that it impacts demands attention. 

During the nine hearings, more than 

130 individuals testified before a 

combined audience of almost 750.  

Additionally, members of the Ten-

nessee General Assembly and Con-

gressional Delegation, including Con-

gresswoman Diane Black, Congress-

man Steve Cohen, attended or par-

ticipated in each hearing.  Margie 

Quin, representing the TBI, pre-

sented at each hearing or had a rep-

resentative from her agency to pre-

sent in her absence, or in some 

cases along with her. 

 “These hearings did much more 

than provide information for the 

Council’s work; by drawing in offi-

cials and advocates from the sur-

rounding region, they also served to 

create a forum for various non-profit 

and government agencies to con-

vene and strengthen their coordina-

tion in dealing with these issues,” 

said Qualls-Brooks.  

“While our work is still ongoing with 

the Tennesseans who are closest to 

these crimes, three main themes 

have developed in the information 

that we’ve received.  First, we are 

wasting a lot of public and private 

dollars as a result of senseless 

crimes, which means that they have 

an impact on everyone in the state, 

not just the immediate victims,” said 

Bill Arth, Senior Research Manager 

for the Council.   

“Second, nearly all of the money 

that we spend on these crimes is 

responsive; we do very little in the 

way of prevention, and we need to 

start reaching out to young boys and 

girls before they learn the bad be-

haviors and distorted gender roles 

that lead to coercion and violence.   

“Lastly, men are the ones commit-

ting the vast majority of these 

crimes and other men need to be an 

active part of preventing them.  It 

makes a lot of sense that batterers 

and rapists haven’t been responsive 

to the efforts of women to combat 

domestic and sexual violence; good 

men need to own up to this respon-

sibility and hold their peers account-

able.”   

Statewide response to the Council’s 

hearing series has been outstanding 

and citizens throughout the state are 

looking forward to its upcoming re-

port to be released in October, 2013 

at the Economic Summit for Women 

at the Nashville Airport Marriott. 

2013 VAW Hearing Dates 

Chattanooga, January 18 

Columbia, March 18 

Crossville, May 3 

Nashville, May 16 

Knoxville, May 22 

Memphis, June 7 

Trenton, June 20 

Jackson, July 15 

Johnson City, July 31 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
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 has taken up the charge to boldly address the needs 

of those who have fallen through the cracks of the judicial system.  A Nashville resi-

dent, Behm has long been a driving force in helping women to overcome barriers to the 

practice of law, to secure appointments or win judgeships and other elected offices.  In 

1980, she co-founded Shipley & Behm, the first all-woman law firm in Nashville.  More 

recently, she was appointed by the state Supreme Court to be the first Chair of Ten-

nessee’s Access to Justice Commission in 2009, because she understands that legal 

services providers and others who advocate for low income Tennesseans need to work 

in concert to achieve the greatest good for Tennessee’s underserved communities.   

 is a Nashville resident with a long and storied his-
tory of breaking social and political barriers.  She was the first black woman to become 
a member of the Democratic Women’s Club of Davidson County as well as the first 
black woman to serve as president and as a member of the organization’s executive 
board.  She is also the first African American to hold an appointed and elected state-
wide position in the Tennessee State Federation of Democratic Women.  At the na-
tional level, she served more than 40 years on the Democratic Party’s Executive Com-
mittee. Locally, Crutchfield has had 20 plus years tenure on the board of Meharry 
Medical College.    

 has been described as someone who makes 
success an attainable goal.  A resident of Johnson City, Dr. Bishop has risen to great 
heights and broken the glass ceiling in several positions at East Tennessee State Uni-
versity.  She is the first woman to hold the position of Chief Operating Officer and Vice 
President at ETSU, where she advocated for and brought many women into leadership 
positions.  She is an expert in policy construction and implementation and her forward
-thinking ideas have changed the culture of ETSU and higher education across the 
state. Women who come into contact with Dr. Bishop are inspired by her accomplish-
ments and energized by her practical and effective tutelage.  Dr. Bishop was also a 
charter member of the Tennessee Economic Council on Women. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
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Cel·e·brate the passion and achievements of 
women who are working actively in our commu-
nities to improve the lives of men and women 
throughout our state. 

Col·lab·o·rate with hundreds of Tennessee 
women and national speakers with backgrounds 
in leadership, business development and civic 
growth. 

 is a resident of Nashville who has led a path of righteous-
ness for women and for society as a whole. As a survivor of childhood sexual abuse, 
she understands the experiences of the hundreds of women whose lives she has saved, 
enabling them to become survivors of abuse, addiction, and human trafficking.  She is 
the founder of Magdalene House, in Nashville, a sanctuary for women who were on 
the streets, and the community has thrived under her guidance.  Stevens also founded 
Thistle Farms, a social enterprise that provides a means of employment for the resi-
dents of Magdalene. To date, Stevens has raised more than $14 million for the organi-
zations she founded and supports throughout America and overseas, and has never 
accepted a salary from Thistle Farms.  

 served as President of the University of Mem-
phis with a firm hand and a keen, sensitive eye. Her priorities during her presidency 
included student recruitment, retention and completion, expansion of the Honors and 
Emerging Leaders programs, establishment of a guaranteed internship program, and 
living-learning residential and curricular learning communities. She also pursued en-
gaged scholarship, community service and productive partnerships.  As a result of her 
leadership, the University of Memphis has the largest honors program in the State of 
Tennessee and has been recognized as one of the top ten schools in the country for 
students participating in internships.  Dr. Raines now resides in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

 has been active in efforts to reduce 
domestic violence and teen pregnancy through support for the YWCA, Girls Inc., the 
Women’s Foundation for a Greater Memphis and the Memphis Area Women’s Council.  
She embraced civil rights and feminist activism in 1968 in the wake of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s assassination in her hometown.  She founded the local Panel of American 
Women that year and helped facilitate racial reconciliation, bridge differences, and 
bring some sanity to a city that was devastated.  She was a moving force behind the 
Concerned Women of Memphis and Shelby County, which is credited with helping to 
avert a second strike by the sanitation works a year after Dr. King’s death. Her distin-
guished role as a civil and women’s rights activist; community leader; and a force for 
social justice  is unparalleled. 

www.tnwomensummit.org | www.tennesseewomen.org | www.facebook.com/TNECW | 615.253.4266 
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Council News and Awards 

 

 

The application form for this year’s traditional and non-traditional scholarships 

is available at www.womenseconomicfoundation.org through September 6, 

2013.  All applicants must be available to attend the award ceremony on Octo-

ber 28, 2013 at 8:00 am at the Airport Marriott in Nashville.  Questions should 

be addressed to Pat Pierce, Scholarship Chair at tecscholarship@comcast.net. 

C ommissioner Susan Whitaker, 

–Tennessee Department of 

Tourist Development, has been 

named 2013 State Tourism Director 

of the Year by the U.S. Travel Asso-

ciation’s National Council of State 

Tourism Directors. The announce-

ment was made Monday, Aug. 19 at 

the U.S. Travel Association’s Educa-

tional Seminar for Tourism Organi-

zations in Richmond, VA.  

     The State Tourism Director of 

the Year Award is presented annu-

ally to the state tourism 

director who contributes to 

successfully raising the pro-

file of their state as a travel 

and tourism destination, 

selecting the individual ex-

hibiting the most impres-

sive achievements. It's a 

unique honor as a fellow 

state tourism director makes the 

nomination and the top three nomi-

nations are sent to the entire or-

ganization for a vote.  

     “I am so honored to 

receive this special recog-

nition from the U.S. Travel 

Association and my fellow 

state tourism directors,” 

said Whitaker. "I recognize 

this is a reflection of the 

talent and dedication of my 

entire team at the Tennes-

see Department of Tourist Develop-

ment. It's their innovation and hard 

work that has made us so success-

ful. 

Comm. Susan Whitaker 

R epresentative Karen Camper, 

was accepted into the Council 

of State Governments 

Henry Toll  Fellowship Pro-

gram. The Toll Fellowship 

Program, named for Council 

of State Governments foun-

der Henry Wolcott Toll, is 

one of the nation’s premier 

leadership development 

programs for state govern-

ment officials. Each year, Toll Fel-

lows brings 48 of the nation’s top 

officials from all three 

branches of state govern-

ment to Lexington, Ky., for 

an intensive six-day, five-

night “intellectual boot 

camp.” The program’s 

agenda includes a lineup of 

dynamic speakers and ses-

sions designed to stimulate 

personal assessment and growth, 

while providing priceless networking 

and relationship-building opportuni-

ties. While each year’s program is 

unique, previous programs have 

included sessions on leadership per-

sonality assessment, media train-

ing, crisis management, apprecia-

tive inquiry, adaptive leadership and 

much more. 
Rep. Karen Camper 

Akua Nuako 

Martin, Tennessee  
 

Busra Gungor 

Nashville, Tennessee  

 

 Emily  
 Ehrnschwender  

Knoxville, Tennessee 

Colleen Conway 

Columbia, Tennessee  

 

Shekina Hulon 

Memphis, Tennessee  
 

 Sarah Cedillo 

Greenville, Tennessee  

http://www.facebook.com/TNECW
http://www.womenseconomicfoundation.org/scholarships.html
mailto:tecscholarship@comcast.net
http://www.womenseconomicfoundation.org/
http://www.womenseconomicfoundation.org/
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